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Background

Transgender  
An umbrella term for persons whose gender identity is 

different from the sex they were assigned at birth. 

http://www.hrc.org/resources/glossary-of-terms



Background

Transgender Women (TGW)

• Born XY

• Assigned MALE at birth

• Identify as WOMEN

Transgender Men (TGM)

• Born XX

• Assigned FEMALE at birth

• Identify as MEN



Background
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Background
• HIV

• TGW have highest percentages of newly identified HIV infections
• Global HIV prevalence: 20%

• Receptive Anal Intercourse
• 44% report unprotected, receptive anal intercourse
• 42% survival sex work
• Permissiveness to STIs—higher rates among transgender women

• Anal HPV Infection 
• 67-97% transgender women have anal HPV, 82% high risk genotypes

• HPV infection not always correlated with HIV infection
• ASIL also found in 43% TGW 
• HIV-positive status was associated with ASIL detection. 

• Data for TGM are grossly lacking
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Purpose

Among transgender persons: 

• Identify risk factors and perceived risk for anal dysplasia 

• Assess knowledge of anal dysplasia and associated screening

• Assess receptiveness to anal pap smears



Methods

• Anonymous Internet-based survey designed and distributed via 
SurveyMonkey.com

• Transgender persons recruited at health fairs, surgical clinics, and self-
referral by word of mouth. 

• Descriptive statistical analysis was performed. 



Results
• Transgender Women (TGW) n=40

• Mean age 44 years old (20-68)

• Race/Ethnicity
• White 28

• Black 2

• Hispanic 2

• Other/No answer 8

• Education
• Some high school/GED 6

• High school diploma 11

• College degree 16

• Graduate degree 7

• Insurance Status
• Insured 32

• Uninsured 8

• c

• Transgender Men (TGM) n=26
• Mean age 32 years old (18-59)

• Race/Ethnicity
• White 18

• Black 3

• Hispanic 3

• Other/No answer 2

• Education
• Some high school/GED 1

• High school diploma 9

• College degree 7

• Graduate degree 9

• Insurance Status
• Insured 22

• Uninsured 4

• c



Results

Risk Factors for 
Anal Dysplasia

TGW (n=40) TGM (n=26)

Smoking 17 (43%) 14 (54%)

STI 12 (30%) 4   (15%)

Receptive Anal Intercourse 31  (78%) 9   (35%)

HIV 3    (  8%) 0   (  0%)

Inconsistent Condom Use 16  (40%) 19 (73%)



Results
Perceived Risk of Anal Cancer:

12% TGM23% TGW

How much do you worry about getting anal cancer?

“Not a lot”

67% TGW                              85% TGM 

How does having HIV affect your chances of getting anal cancer?

“I don’t know” “Increases chances”

45% TGW, 50% TGM                     35% TGW, 46% TGM



Results

Risk Factors for Anal Cancer TGW TGM

Stress 17 (43%) 8   (31%)

Smoking 17 (43%) 8   (31%)

Bad family genetics 21 (53%) 11 (42%)

Eating a bad diet 16 (40%) 4   (15%)

Poor personal hygiene 14 (35%) 7   (27%)

Not cleaning enough after bowel movement 9   (23%) 5   (19%)

Infection with a virus 20 (50%) 12 (46%)

Having anal sex 19 (48%) 10 (38%)

High number of sexual partners 12 (30%) 9    (35%)

Which of the following do you think might 

increase the chances of getting anal cancer?



Results
• Have you heard of an anal pap test/smear?

• TGW: Yes: 23% (9/40) 

• TGM: Yes: 31% (8/26)

• Have you ever had an anal pap test/smear?
• TGW: Yes: 23% (9/40) 

• TGM: Yes: 8% (2/26)

• Would you be willing to get an anal pap test/smear 
• TGW: Yes: 50% (20/40) 

• TGM: Yes: 42% (11/26)



Discussion

• Both TGW and TGM have risk factors for anal dysplasia

• Self-perceived risk for anal cancer is low

• Most TG persons are unaware of risk factors for anal cancer and do 
not know about anal pap testing

• Majority unwilling to undergo anal pap testing



Discussion

• Limitations
• Low sample size

• Homogenous sample



Discussion

• Transgender persons would benefit from increased awareness of anal 
cancer risk and screening methods 

• Further investigation into the barriers that exist to anal cancer 
screening among transgender persons is needed



Thank You!


