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Screening for anal cancer with 
cytology

1. ANAL cytology

2. Abnormal cytology  colposcopy of the anus 
(aka High Resolution Anoscopy (HRA))

3. AIN2+ on HRA Treatment procedure

Assume that detection and treatment 

of AIN2+ decreased incidence and 

mortality from ANAL cancer







How “good” is an anal 
pap?
Accuracy assessed by patient’s 
having concurrent anal cytology 
and HRA













Adequacy of anal cytology

High rates of unsatisfactory pap tests—
Heard 10%
Robison 14%

Berry 3% inadequate












